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24 Janunry 1954

" Mr., Roger W. Jones
Assigtant Director
Legislative Reference
Bureau of the Budget
Washington 25, D, C, -

Dear Mr, Jones:

This Agency has received a lettar from Chalr~
man Vinson of the House Armed Services Committee
stating that at the request of Congressman Cole the
comments of CIA are solicited on H. R, 936, a bill
authoriziog and requesting the Preaident to award the
Legion of Marit posthumously to Major William V.
Holohan, o o ‘

~ This Agoncy's views on the prb@baed legislation
are attached herewith, and it {8 requested that we be
authorized to submit them to the Congress.

Slncerely yours,

Walter L. Pforsheimer
Legislative Counsel

Attachment

Approved For Release 2003/03/07 - CIIA-RDP80R0173‘1I.R0Q16.1001-00033-2




. Dear Mr. Chairman;
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Draft -« 21 January 1955

The Honorable Carl Vinson, Chairman
Committee on Armed Services

House of Representatives

Washington 25, D. C.

. h
I appreciate the opportunity offered by your letter of January 17,

1955, to comment on the bill, H.R. 936, introduced by Congressman
Cole. The case of Major William V. Holohan has, of course, recéived
much publicity, and the facts generally are a matter of public record,
but the official records of the Cffice of Strategic Services in which the
Holohan papers are retained are in the custody of this Agency and have
been thoroughly reviewed by members of my immeﬂiate staff.

Major Holohan was personally chosen by Major General William
J. Donovan, then Director of the Oifice of Strategic Servicea to
lead the mission in Northern Italy, which is variously known as the
Mangostine and/or Chrysler mission. This selection was a matter
of importance, because the division of the Italian partisans !:;ehind
the German lines into Communist and non-Comimunist dominated
groups increasingly complicated the political aiﬁation. in Northern
Italy and the attempts of the Office of Strategic Services to utilize

these partisan groups to combat the Germans. Wlule the main objec-

‘tive was still to harass and assist thz defeat of the German armies,

these political developments held most serious implications for the
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post-war world. 1t was essential that missions dispatched to direct
and supply paftisans und.erstand these implications and assure, inso-
far as possible, that the Communist do.mina.ted groups were in no
way strengthened materially or assisted politicglly by American aid, L

The records indicate that Major Holohan was selected ﬁot
only for his militﬁ.ry qualifications but for his qualities of integrity,
strength of character, and devotion to American ideals. In the cbr—
v:ﬂ-espondence between Major Holohan and his commanding ciﬂcer.' it
is obvious that he was well aware of the delicacy of his mission and
the dangers not only from German reprisals but also from political
machinations of those with whom he was to be in contact. Despite
this awareness‘, he proceeded to organize and prepare a mission as
rapidly as possible and was successful in achieving his target by air
drop in September 1944. In itself, to parachule into strange cou;ztry.
occupied by hostile forces takes a high degree of courage and forti-
tude. These weﬁ magnified by the particular circumstances obtain-
ing in the area v)herg Major Holoban landed. From that point to the
. time of his death he carried out his assigned mission with exemplary
ability and courage under constantly hazardous conditions.

While the circumstances of'his. death have ncv;r been established

by an American court of law, the documentation of the case points.

-Z-—
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with great directness to the conclusion that Major Holohan met his
death at the hands of membexrs of his own tearn, The motives 1nva1ved'—
are a matter for specula.\_iion. but there is no question of Major
Holohan's honorable comguct to the moment when he met death wh_ile
engaged in the performance of his official duties.

We trust the foregoing will be .of assistance. in consideration
of the bill, but I feel I must add one thought, Many, many Oiffice
of Strategic Services' representatives, military and civilian, went
behind enemy lines by parachute drop, by water approach, or by
infiltra-tidn. Many did so in the £éce of circumstances equally or in
some instances, more .imnmdiately hazardous t§ their lives than did
Major Holohan. Some lost their lives aﬁd others were wounded or
otherwise injured, and in some cases were captured, tortured, and
executed. Many of these have already received decorations in person
or posthumously, If it is determ.ined to honor Major Holoban in the
manner proposed by the bill, I feel it should hé recognized that he was
but c;ne of a band of brave and devoted Americans who unde'rtook

service of this type with full awareness of the ‘hazards' to be encountered.

Sincerely yours,

-3 -
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CooduL aess [
- The Honorable Carl Vinson, Chairman el R
Committee on Armed Services '

U, S. House of Representatives
Washington 25, D, C,

' Dear Mr. Chairman:

I appreciate the opportunity offered by your letter of January 17,
1955 to comment on the hill, H.R, 936, introduced by Congressman
Cole, The case of Major William V. Holohan has, of course, received
much publicity, and the facts generally are a matter of public record,

The records indicate that Major Holohan was selected not only for
his military qualifications but for his qualities of integrity, 'atrength of
character, and devotion to American ideals. . Iu itself, to parachute inta
strange country occupied by hostile forces takes a high degree of
courage and fortitude. These were magnified by the particular circum-
stances obtaining in the area where Major Holoban landed. From that
L point to the time of his death he carried out his assigned mission with
‘v exemplary ability and courage under constantly hasardous conditions.
L There is no question of Major Holohan's honorable conduct to the
.moment when he met death while engaged in the performance of his .
official duties, = ‘ o DR B

We trust the foregoing will be of assistance in consideration of
the bill, but I feel I must add one thought. ~Many, many Office of .
Strategic Services' representatives, military and' civilian, went behind
enemy lines by parachute drop, by water approach, or by infiltration,
Many did 8o in the face of clrcumstances ‘cqua.uf dr. -in some instances,

. more immediately hazardous to their lives than did Majox' Holohan,

Some lost their lives and others were wounded or otherwige injured,
and in some cases were captured, tortured, and executed, Many of
these have already received decorations in person or posthumously,

k=
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If it is determined to honor Major Holohan in the manner proposed by
_the bill, Ifeel it should be recognized that he was but one of a band of
brave and devoted Americans who undextook ;cxviac of this type with

full awareness of the hazn.xda to be enmnntcmd‘ o . _

The Bureau of the Budget advimn that. tlwy have no objwcmm to
the submission of this repoxt. i

With kindest regards.

Siacumly,
SIGNED
Allen W.: Dulles
Rirector

P
>
4

e
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Approved For Release 2003/03/07 : CIA-RDP80R01731R0016001000332 -




Approved For Release 2003/03/07 : CIA-RDP80R01731 RQO-1 600100033-2

\ ER- b-5351 &

The Honorable Carl Vinson, Chajirman ,
Caomumittes on Armed Services

' U. S. House of Representatives
Washingtan 25, D, €, g S

Dear M. Chairman.: | B /o

I appreciate the opportunity oﬂepe by you.r letter of January
17, 1955 ta commment on the bill, H, R 6. introduced by Cmgrcu-
o man Cole. The case of Major Wﬂlﬁm . Holohan baz, of course,
e received much publicity, and the’ jmtn gcnerally are a matter of
U . public record, but the officlal regords of the: Office of Strategic
I Services in which the Holohan per} are retained are in the custody
of this Agency and have been thgroyghly :cev;lcwud by membcrs of
my immedia,te staff, ?@’
G ' Major Holohan waa pern nilly chosen by Major General
P William JI. Donovan, then D},m ox of the Office of Strategic Serxvices,
to. had the mission in Noxt}m {Italy, which {s vuiw,ﬂy known 88
the Mangostine or Chryslgr mission, This. aclactlm was. o matter
of fmportance, because tpo dfvision of the Mtalian partium bhehind -
S the German lines into G‘ minist and non-Comumunist deminated
Wi . groups incmaamgly cmﬂpli ated the palitical’ aima»tion in Nozxthern
S oo 7 Italy and-the attempts M thy Office of Stra,t«gln Services to ntﬂima
prabat thc G&mm Whﬂn thn main,

tions and unnra# insa a..'r as pouihle. that the Cmmmitt dmnjnmd
groups were in afm wWa atrengtb.cnud m.m:uny or Maiamd paliticany
by American &fa- '

-

' The rc;ﬁ:ordn thdicate that Major Hol.ohan wWas nelacted not
only for hmmum v qualifications but for his qualities of integrity,
strength ofchara‘ er, and dcvotim to Amcricm ideals, In the

Approved For Release 2003/03/07 : CiA:RDP8OR01 ASNIGN



Approved For Release 2003/03/07 : CIA-RDP80R01731R001600100033-2

correspondence betwm Major Holohan and hs commanding officer,
it is obvious that he was well aware of the dam;a.cy of his miuim _
and the dangers not only from Cerman xepriy

. political machinations of those with whom. be was to be tn contact.
... Despite this awarencss, he proceeded to oyganize and prepare &

roission as: m:pidly as possible and was, cnniul in achieving his -
target by alr drop in September 1944, o t0 parachute imto - v
gtrange country occupled by hostile Iom;as taku a bigh degree of
courage and fortitude, These were m&tnﬁicé by the particular c.ix~
cumstances obtaining in the area whe e Majox Holohan landed, From
that point to the time of his death he ied cut his assigned mission

with exemplary ahinty and conraxc er constantly bazardous con-

. ditdons,

While the circumstances of/his death have never bsen estab-
lished by an American court of 1 w.‘ the documentation of the case
points with great directness to § mclusian that Major Holohan
met his death at the hands of oy mbers of his own team, The motives
involved are & matter for spegulation, but there is no question of
Majoxr Holohan's honorable cdnduct to the moment when he met death

We trust the foregoing will be of assistance in consideration
of the bill, but I feel I mugt add one thought, Many, many Office of
Etrategic Services' repregentatives, military and civilian, went
behind enemy lines by parachute drop, by water approach, or by
infiltration. Many did ep in the face of circumstances equally or,
in some instances, more immediately hazardons to their lives than
did Major Holchan. Some lost their lives and others were wounded
or otherwise injured, and in some cases were captured, tortured,
and executed. Many of these have already received decorations in
person or pesthumongly. If it is determined to honor Major Holohan

_in the manner propoged by the bill, I feel it xhould ‘be recognized

that he was but one of a band of brave and dathcd Americans who

undertook service of this type with full awameu of tlm hazards to
be encountexred, , .
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..

The Bureau of the Budget advise that they have no ohjcctian
to the submission of this report,

" 'With kindest rcga:&s.

| stncerely, .

Allen 'W. Dulles _
| Dizector

STAT .

T

_D'E‘puty—mn'eetor/aupport N -~ S

e

Lo beet
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“ « BTANDARD FORM NO, 64 \

O]ﬁce MEMW@%&Z%M e UNITED szTEs GOVERNMENT

STAT TO : DaTE: 17 June 1955
FROM Legislative Counsel
SUBJECT: Letter to Chairman Vinson

Attached is a redraft of the letter to Chairman Vinson on the
Holohan decoration. The Army has consistently opposed this and
similar legislation on the grounds that decorations of this sort should
be confined to awards by the agencies authorized to make them and not
by special legislation. Therefore, the Bureau of the Budget has felt
that our reply to Chairman Vinson should be somewhat quahfled whlch
accounts for the addltlon of paragraph 3. : T

STAT

Walter.’li..,"' anﬁ/zl{ei{'q er

i
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' PROM  : Legislative Counsel
ISUIBJEC,T: - Lietter for Chairman,Vinsony .

v

In regard to the attached letter to Chalrman Vlnson on the bill for
o . Major Holohan, it should be noted that it is necessary for the Bureau of
S the Budget to approve any reply we: send to. the Congress. As the’ Bureau
felt that our position might be at variance: w1th the, position expressed
last year by the Department of the’ ‘Army, it was! necessary for the’
e Bureau to get a re-expression of the Army'siviews.- As this‘is a’bill-
S of low priority all around, considerable time. _elapsed between the: tlme
‘we sent our draft to.the Bureau untll we rec ived he Bureau of th
Budget's okay a-few days ago.. | —

;,ST'AT
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

The Honorable Carl Vinson, Chairman
Committee on Armed Services

‘U. S. House of Representatives

Washington 25, D, C,

.,

o
N

Dear Mr. Chairman:

'

«5(
\d'

I appreciate the opportunity offered by;,»*’ler letter of Junuary
17, 1955 to comment on the bill, H, R, 936?}7 introduced by Congress~
man Cole, The case of Major William V,§ ‘éHolohan has, of course,
received much publicity, and the facts g@’nerally are a matter of
public record, \but the official records @f the Office of Strategic
'Services in which the Holohan papers, ';.‘116 retained are in the custody
of this Agency and have been thorou%{,ﬁly reviewed by members of
my immediate staifJ ‘?‘2’
.

B/Iajor Holohan was personzgﬂy chosen by Major General
William J, Donovan, then Dlrec&;’01 of the Office of Strategic Services,
to lead the mission in Northern;ltaly, which is variously known as
the Mangostine or Chrysler nﬁssmn. This selection was a matter
of importance, because the dév1s1on of the Italian partisans behind
the German lines into Comﬂgxu«mst and non~Communist dominated
groups increasingly complfcated the political situation in Northern
Italy and the attempts of ’dﬁe Office of Strategic Services to utilize
these partisan groups toﬂfféombat the Germans, While the main
objective was still to h rass and assist the defeat of the German
armies, these pol1t1c3§1? developments held most serious implica=
tions for the post-wag world., It was essential that missions
dispatched to dlrecgr"{%nd supply partisans understand these implica~
tions and assure, anofar as possible, that the Communist dominated
groups were in nqk?way' strengthened materially or assisted politically
by American aidj

The rec rds indicate that Major Holohan was selected not
only for his mpfilitary qualifications but for his qualities of integrity,
strength of gharacter, and devotion to American ideals, ﬂln the
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correspondence between Major Holohan and hisqigommanding officer,
it is obvious that he was well aware of the de,‘.cacy of his mission
and the dangers not only from German repr}ﬁéls but also from
political machinations of those with whom ,ﬁe was to be in contact,
Despite this awareness, he proceeded toj{brganize and prepare a
mission as rapidly as possible and was yﬁuccessful in achieving his
target by air drop in September 1944,, ;LI.n itself, to parachute into
strange country occupied by hostile ﬁ.ﬁirces takes a high degree of
courage and fortitude, These Wereﬁnagnxfied by the particular cir-
cumstances obtaining in the area w*here Major Holohan landed. From
that point to the time of his deathfhe carried out his assigned mission
with exemplary ability and cour ge under constantly hazardous con-
ditions, V\ 3(,

—_ &

-'.'.‘_‘

lished by an American courf oi“lww, the documentation of the case
points with great dlrectnesgs to the conclualon that Major Holohan
met his death at the hand?‘of members of hls\gwn team., The motives
involved are a matter fof speculation, buﬂﬁgre'ig no question of
Major Holohan's honorable conduct to the moment when he met death
while engaged in the pgrformance of his official duties,
H |

We trust the fgfregoing will be of assistance in consideration
of the bill, but I fe?il must add one thought., Many, many Office of
Strategic Services) representatives, military and civilian, went
behind enemy lings by parachute drop, by water approach, or by
infiltration, Ma'y did so in the face of circumstances equally or,
in some instancggs, more immediately hazardous to their lives than
did Major Holghan. Some lost their lives and others were wounded
or otherwise _hjured, and in some cases were captured, tortured,
and executed), Many of these have already received decorations in
person or posthumously. If it is determined to honor Major Holohan
in the manher proposed by the bill, I feel it should be recognized
that .h}?as but one of a band of brave and devoted Americans who

undertgbk service of this type with full awareness of the hazards to

be encdountered,

-, 2 "
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The Bureau of the Budget advises that they’have no objection -

to the submission of this report,

With kindest regards.,

& ,
g Sincerely,
&

'

f,i’ Allen W, Dulles
Director

/
7

&

/

;’
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